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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

I) [>3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 14 November 2003 . 
2a)KI This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-8. 10 and 12-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) H Claim(s) 1-8. 10 and 12-20 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

I I) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 2) [x] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)KlAII b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1.78. 



Attachment! s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). — 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) D Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) D Other: 
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Art Unit: 1652 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final 
rejection. Since this application is eligible for continued examination 
under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely 
paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant 
to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 11/14/03 has been entered. 

To start with, Applicants' amendment of 11/14/03 is apparently identi- 
cal with Applicants' amendment of 8/14/03, with no reference or acknowledge- 
ment of the advisory action mailed 8/20/03. 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and 
of the manner and process of making and using it, in such full, clear, 
concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and 
use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor 
of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1-8, 10 and 12-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first para- 
graph, as containing subject matter which was not described in the specifica- 
tion in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art 
that the inventor (s), at the time the application was filed, had possession 
of the claimed invention and in such a way as to enable one skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make 
and/or use the invention. This is a combination written description and 
enablement rejection. This rejection is repeated for the reasons given in 
the last action. Applicants arguments have been carefully considered but do 
not overcome the instant rejection. 
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The examiner has re-read the instant specification and continues to 
maintain that exactly what the makeup of "JM109 (pOM22, pOM21)" is is essen- 
tial matter and essential matter may only be incorporated from U.S. patents, 
patent publications and allowed applications. WO 00/58499 is not one of 
these references and as such applicants may not incorporate essential matter 
from this World Patent. U.S. Patent 6,524,837 claims priority from this PCT 
application. Perhaps this U.S. Patent somewhere discloses the necessary 
information . 

The specification discloses that when the above listed strain of E. 
coli is mixed with DL-allysine hydantoin for 4 hours, L-allysine acetal of 
>85% having an optical purity of >99%ee was obtained. The instant specifica- 
tion does not teach "contacting a hydantoin of. ..formula II. ..with a hydantoinase 
and a D- or L-specific carbamolyase in the presence of at least one hydantoin 
racemase under conditions suitable for in situ racemisation of the hydantoin 
of an N-carbamoyl amino acid" as claimed in claim 1 or the embodiments of 
claim 19, which essentially is identical with claim 1 except that the hydan- 
toin is separately contacted with the three enzymes. Therefore it is contin- 
ued to be maintained that the claimed invention was not described in the spe- 
cification in such a way as to show the skilled artisan that they had posses- 
sion of the claimed invention and/or in such a way as to enable this artisan 
to make and/or use the invention, as in the rejection supra. 

All claims are drawn to the same invention claimed in the application 
prior to the entry of the submission under 37 CFR 1.114 and could have been 
finally rejected on the grounds and art of record in the next Office action 
if they had been entered in the application prior to entry under 37 CFR 
1.114." Accordingly", THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL even though it is a first ac- 
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tion after the filing of a request for continued examination and the submis- 
sion under 37 CFR 1.114. See MPEP § 706.07(b). Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy, as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to 
expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a 
first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final 
action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the 
THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 

will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee 

i ■ 

pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply 
expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Charles L. Patterson, Jr., PhD, whose 
telephone number is 571-272-0936. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday - Friday, 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Ponnathapura Achutamurthy can be reached on 571-272- 
0928. The fax phone number is 703-308-4242. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose 
telephone number is 703-308-1234. a 1^^^ 



Charl'es L. Patterson, Jr. 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1652 




Patterson 
January 20, 2004 



